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MONDAY, July 1.    (Shri Ramakrlshna Deva.}
Shri Ramakrishna was the son of a very orthodox
Brahmin, who would refuse even a gift from any but a
special caste of Brahmins; neither might he work, nor
even be a priest in a tempk, nor sell books, nor serve
anyone. He could only have "what fell from the skies"
(alms), and even then it must not come through a "fallen"
Brahmin. Temples have no hold on the Hindu religion ;
if they were all destroyed, religion would not be affected
a grain. A man must only build a house for "God and
guests", to build for himself would be selfish; therefore
he erects temples as dwelling places for God.
Owing to the extreme poverty of his family, Shri
Ramakrishna was obliged to become in his boyhood a
priest in a temple dedicated to the Divine Mother, also
called Prakriti, or Kali, represented by a female figure
standing with feet on a male figure, indicating that until
Maya lifts, we can know nothing. Brahman is neuter,
unknown and unknowable, but to be objectified He covers
Himself with a veil of Maya, becomes the Mother of the
Universe, and so brings forth the creation. The prostrate
figure (Shiva or God) has become Shava (dead or lifeless)
by being covered by Maya. The Jnani says, "I will un-
cover God by force" (Advaitism) ; but the dualist says,
"I will uncover God by praying to Mother, begging Her
to open the door to which She alone has the key."
The daily service of the Mother Kali gradually awak-
ened such intense devotion in the heart of the young priest
that he could no longer carry on the regular temple wor-
ship, So he abandoned his duties and retired to a small
woodland in the temple compound, where he gave him-
self up entirely to meditation. These woods were on the
bank of the river Ganga; and one day the swift current
bore to his very feet just the necessary materials to build
him a little enclosure. In this enclosure he stayed and
wept and prayed, taking no thought for the care of his